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Introduction 
 

 
Prof. Dr. Dana T. Redford 

International Project Coordinator 

 

In the context of entrepreneurship education in Europe the majority of countries are in a 

process of educational reform and are now embedding this type of educational offering 

within a perspective of lifelong learning.  

For almost three decades in Europe there has been strongly focus on developing 

entrepreneurial skills among its citizens and for students at all levels of education. During 

this time, the field has experienced much development. This has naturally increased the 

demand for program evaluation to assess different approaches in order to establish their 

effectiveness and efficiency. Unfortunately, a majority of these assessment studies lack 

theoretical foundation and they typically focus on a single educational program. 

Additionally, most of these studies also suffer from severe methodological flaws. It has thus 

been difficult to draw conclusions about whether it is the program or the characteristics of 

the participants that generate the effects, and it can be difficult to randomization 

treatment and control groups. However, considering the costs educational programs entail, 

it is equally surprising that there are so few examples of educational program evaluations 

that used the randomized controlled trial method. 

The Youth Start Entrepreneurial Challenge Project has focused on providing a significant 

impact on practical experiential learning programs at the compulsory school level by 

developing an innovative, transferable and scalable program. It fosters self-directed 

learning with its transversal intŜǊŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ 

ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ approach in schools through the collaboration of the high-

level public authorities of Austria, Luxembourg, Portugal, Slovenia and Spain.  

This project supports the creation of a European champion originating from the members 

ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ¢ƘŜƳŀtic Working Group on Entrepreneurship Education (2012-

2014) and marks further territory for continental Europe in the entrepreneurship education 

landscape. The development of the entrepreneurial capacity of young European citizens 

through formal and non-formal learning is a key policy objective for the EU and its Member 

States. A sense of initiative and entrepreneurship has been identified by the European 

Commission as one of the eight key competences necessary for a knowledge-based society.  

The goal of our project was to fill knowledge gaps in order to guide policy-making in this 

field, and to more clearly understand what are the mechanisms in entrepreneurship 
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education that are causing effects in students. The program includes various modules, 

which focus on different aspects of entrepreneurship, such as core skills, culture and civic 

aspects. Furthermore, teachers in different subject areas can implement these modules, 

which makes the program flexible.  

The Youth Start Entrepreneurial Challenges project will set the groundwork for evidence-

based future of developing policy in the field of entrepreneurship education. It provides 

ministries and other educational actors a tested and flexible program in an open-source 

format that they can access in various languages.   
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